
    

   
   

 

 

 

  

  

  

   
     

    
     

  

STATUE OF LIBERTY 
TEACHER'S GUIDE TO 
EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS 
Grad s  and 2 

C o n t e n t s : 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

V i s i t S u g g e s t i o n s 
National Park Service 

P r e - V i s i t A c t i v i t y U.S. Department of the Interior 

P o s t - V i s i t A c t i v i t y Ellis Island Immigration Museum 
Statue of Liberty National Monument 
New Jersey/New York 



 
      

       

       

        

      

     

         

      

       

   

        

     

    
                                                                                 

   
                   

   

           

           

                  

                  

                  

  

   
                

             

                

               

                  

                

                   

        

                  

           

                      

   

Dear Teacher, 
Congratulations and thank you for booking an 

 ducation program with th National Park S rvic  at 

th Statu  of Lib rty! This T ach r’s Guid is 

d sign d to h lp you pr par for your class visit. 

B sid s th logistical information found b low, th  

following pag s f atur pr -visit and post-visit 

activiti s that can b  us d as part of your l sson(s) 

about th Statu  of Lib rty and immigration. 

Additional r sourc s can also b found on our 

w bsit : nps.gov/stli/fort ach rs. 

W hop your visit surpass s your  xp ctations! 

Statu  of Lib rty National Monum nt 

Key Vocabulary for Students 
Diad m Nimbus Torch Tabl t P lla Stola Shackl s 

Day of the Trip 
• Onc you arriv at th f rry t rminal and pick up your tick ts from Statu Cruis s, proc  d to th  

s curity scr  ning facility. 

• Show th National Park S rvic Rang r your program confirmation l tt r. 

• Sit, r lax, and  njoy th f rry rid to Lib rty Island. 

Not : B sur to ch ck what your tick t says b for coming to Lib rty Island! Th r ar two sp cific 

tick ts. On tick t says “NOMONUMENT ACCESS” whichm ans your group will only b abl to visit th  

grounds of Lib rty Island. Th tick ts that r ad “PEDESTAL /MUSEUM ” grant you acc ss to th insid of 

th monum nt. 

Other Hints and Tips 
• Pl as mak sur all stud nts and chap ron s und rstand that th y n  d to stay tog th r (On  

chap ron with  v ry  0 stud nts) whil at th sit and on th f rri s. 
• R mind stud nts that if th y g t s parat d from th group th y should proc  d to th Information 

D sk and sp ak with a National Park S rvic Rang r to assist in locating your group. 

• Stud nts hav th option to bring th ir own lunch, or purchas food from th on-sit provid r. Indoor 

 ating spac on Lib rty Island is limit d. A larg uncov r d outdoor patio is availabl all y ar. 

• R strooms ar locat d in th gift pavillion to th right as you dis mbark th f rry. Th r ar also 

r strooms locat d on th m zzanin insid FortWood. 

• For First Aid, pl as visit th information c nt r or al rt a National Park S rvic Rang r. EMTs ar  

station d on Lib rty Island and can assist your group if n  d d. 

• B sur to ch ck th f rry sch dul b for you d part and onc you arriv to b sur you can tim your 

trip accordingly. 



      

   

               

  

             

          

          

                

   

    

                

        

  

                  

         

                  

                 

                  

      

                     

                 

  

                   

    

      

                   

      

                       

                

         

PRE-VISIT EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITY: 
Symbolism and th Statu of Lib rty 

Ov rvi w: Th activiti s list d b lowwill  nhanc and compl m nt th stud nt  xp ri nc at th Statu  

of Lib rty. 

N wYork Stat L arning Standards:  .2 Th r ar significant individuals, historical  v nts, and 

symbols that ar important to our cultural id ntity as Am ricans. 

2.3d Symbols of Am rican d mocracy s rv to unit community m mb rs. 

Mat rials: Photo of Statu of Lib rty, Statu of Lib rty post r s t OR Statu of Lib rty Smartboard 

activity, Activity Sh  t 

Tim Fram : 30 minut s 
Obj ctiv s: Stud nts will l arn about th symbolism b hind th Statu of Lib rty’s d sign and how that 

contribut s to h r id ntity as an Am rican icon. 

Proc dur : 

 . Pr -t ach th k y vocabulary t rms. Youmight hav stud nts pr t nd to b th Statu of Lib rty and 

strik a pos for  ach pi c of h r outfit. 

2. Invit stud nts to provid a d finition for a symbol. Explain that it is som thing that stands for 

som thing  ls . Show stud nts imag s of symbols th y might alr ady know such as a stop sign,  moji 

icons, r stroom signs,  tc. Ask stud nts to  xplain what  ach of th symbols m an. Invit th m to shar  

any oth r symbols th y might know. 

3. Show stud nts a photo of th Statu of Lib rty. Ask th m to turn and talk with a partn r about what 

th y think sh might symboliz . Invit th m to shar th ir partn r’s r spons and r cord th ir id as for 

lat r us . 

Enhanc th siz and print out th attach d Statu of Lib rty post r s t OR us th Statu of Lib rty 

Smartboard activity found h r . 

Statu of Lib rty Post r S t Dir ctions: 

4. Plac th provid d silhou tt of th Statu of Lib rty on th board. Explain that stud nts ar going to 

r build th statu , pi c by pi c . 

5. Invit stud nts up, on at a tim , and hand th m a pi c of th statu . As you hand th pi c to th m, 

r ad its nam and corr sponding symbolism information. Ask stud nts to r p at th nam as a class 

onc th pi c has b  n plac d on th board. 

https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm


      

                  

   

                       

                    

                  

        

                  

                

              

                 

     

                   

    

Statu of Lib rty Smartboard Activity Dir ctions: 

4. Bring up th Not book fil on your Smartboard. Explain that stud nts ar going to r build th statu , 

pi c by pi c . 

5. Invit stud nts up, on at a tim , and ask th m to drag a pi c of th statu to wh r th y think it 

b longs. Wh n th y hav dragg d and dropp d th pi c wh r it should go, tap on th lab l to r v al its 

nam . R ad th corr sponding symbolism information. Ask stud nts to r p at th nam as a class onc  

th pi c has b  n plac d on th Smartboard. 

6. Onc th statu has b  n put back tog th r, invit stud nts to compar th ir list of what th y 

thought th Statu of Lib rty symboliz s with th symbolism information that you just r ad about th  

d sign. What was th sam ?What was diff r nt?What qu stions do th y still hav ? 

7. Aft r th symbolism discussion, hav stud nts work on th activity sh  t to r inforc what th y hav  

just l arn d about th d sign. 

During your visit, ask th stud nts to find th diff r nt pi c s th y saw in th classroom at th sit . 

R it rat th ir significanc . 

https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm
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Vocabulary and Symbolism Information 
Broken chains and shackles 
The broken chains and shackles at her feet symbolize freedom from slavery 
and oppression. Explain that the United States used to be controlled by 
Great Britain but they were not treating us fairly. They were not listening to 
us and they were doing things that were making us very upset.The broken 
chains and shackles are symbolic of our breaking away or leaving Great 
Britain and becoming our own country. They are also symbolic of the end of 
slavery in the United States which happened after the Civil War was fought. 

Pella and stola 
The Statue of Liberty’s outfit is made of two parts: a pella and stola or a 
cape and gown. Her outfit is symbolic of the ancient Roman goddess 
Libertas. Libertas was the Roman goddess of liberty. 

Torch 
The torch is a symbol of enlightenment or understanding. The 
Statue of Liberty's torch lights the way to freedom showing us 
the path to Liberty. 

Diadem and nimbus 
The Statue of Liberty wears a crown, or diadem, on her 
head showing she is important. The seven spikes on her 
head, or nimbus, symbolize rays of light. It shows she is 
divine or god like. 

Tablet 

The tablet of the Statue has many different symbolic meanings. The first is 

the date that is written on the top. The tablet reads July 4, 1776 in Roman 

numerals. This is the date the United States declared its independence from 

Great Britain. The next symbolic meaning is the tablet’s shape, which is 

similar to a keystone. The keystone is a stone that holds an arch together. You 

might print out or bring up an image of a keystone for students to see. The 

tablet as a keystone shows liberty as the element that holds a good society 

together. 

https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm


  
           

Poster Set 
Enhanc th siz of this imag with an onlin application or print r. 



  
           

Poster Set Continued 
Enhanc th siz of this imag with an onlin application or print r. 



  

     
                    

    

                                                                                         

Name:_________________________________ Date:___________________ 

Rebuild the Statue of Liberty 
H lp r build th statu by cutting and gluing th pi c s in th corr ct spots. B sur to lab l your work 

using th word bank b low. 

Diad m&Nimbus Torch Tabl t P lla & Stola Shackl s 





            

            

      

                 

          

  

   

  
 

  

                    

                    

    

                     

                 

                  

          

                  

                

                    

      

  

                 

              

                     

  

POST-VISIT EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITY: 
D sign Your Own Statu  

Mat rials: Found r cycl dmat rials (pap r tub s, tissu box s,  tc), construction pap r, d corativ  

mat rials (googly  y s, s quins, tissu pap r  tc) mark rs, crayons, glu and scissors 

Tim Fram : Two 30 minut s ssions 
Obj ctiv s: Stud nts will cr at th ir own statu s to symboliz a topic or subj ct that is important to 

th m. Stud nts will also writ a rational  xplaining th ir artistic choic s. 

Proc dur : 

Part On : 

 . Ask stud nts to think back on th ir visit to th Statu of Lib rty. Th artist who cr at d th statu  

mad a lot of choic s about its d sign that aff ct d how p opl vi w it as a symbol today. What w r  

som of thos choic s? 

2. Invit stud nts to think of a topic or subj ct that is important to th m. Howmight th y show it in 

statu -form?What choic smight th y mak ? If stud nts can think of symbols to add to th ir d sign, 

that is gr at, how v r, th focus should b on having th statu r pr s nt on topic or subj ct. Hav  

stud nts turn and talk with a partn r about th ir id a. 

3. Explain to stud nts that th y will b cr ating th ir own statu s from foundmat rials about th topic 

or subj ct th y chos . Giv stud nts acc ss to various foundmat rials, scissors, paint and glu . Ask 

stud nts to cr at th ir statu s. Youmight want to cr at your ownmod l of a topic or subj ct that is 

important to you as an  xampl . 

Part Two: 

4. Wh n th statu s ar finish d, hav stud nts writ a titl and short rational for th ir pi c s. 

Stud nts should  xplain what th y hav cr at d and why it is important to th m. 

5. Hav stud nts do a gall ry walk of th artwork. Invit stud nts to shar th ir work with th r st of th  

class. 

https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm
https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/emma-lazarus.htm
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